
Dear Members of our Mattawan School Community, 

 

I am writing to make you aware and to seek your support with a persistent issue that we are 

encountering at the high school.  During the past year, we have seen a surge in student usage 

of electronic cigarette-type devices, commonly called “vapes.”  MHS isn’t alone.  The FDA, 

CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics are only a small sampling of those around the United 

States who have expressed concern about the tremendous increase in teen usage of these 

nicotine-delivery devices. Indeed, with recent statistics indicating that as many as 43% of teens 

using vapes nationwide, the Surgeon General declared the problem “an epidemic” in a recent 

press conference.  Anecdotally, my conversations with the principals of Kalamazoo and Van 

Buren counties often include shared frustration over the prevalence of vape usage amongst our 

students.  

 
The MHS Student Handbook, in accordance with Board Policy, forbids students from 

possessing nicotine delivery devices or related paraphernalia on campus or at school functions. 

As such, students found with vaping devices, liquid flavoring, or other paraphernalia specifically 

related to vaping face suspension. (Mattawan Student Handbook, pg 5)  Although the penalty is 

stiff, enforcement of this can be challenging.  The devices are small and easy to conceal, and if 

an odor is present, it is a seemingly innocent fruity-type smell.  

 

A related concern, although one with even more serious potential consequences than the 

nicotine-addicting vapes, is called a “Dab Pen.”  These devices are not much larger than a 

regular ink pen, but contain a cartridge filled with highly concentrated THC or CBD oil.  We (and 

other schools) are finding that some students using these devices are consuming such an 

intense “hit” of THC that they must receive emergency medical treatment.  Students who are 

found to possess or use “Dab Pens” at MHS are responsible for possessing and using illegal 

drugs and will face significant suspensions and possible criminal charges. (Mattawan Student 

Handbook, pg 5) 

 

We care deeply about the health and overall safety of all of our students.  Unfortunately, we are 

finding (and students are complaining) that some students are gathering in places like 

bathrooms and locker rooms to vape, and even to use dab pens.  This environment is not only 

dangerous for those who may be using these devices, but can create an uncomfortable or 

hostile environment for other students.  Therefore, when we encounter groups of students 

congregating and loitering in the bathroom or multiple students in a closed bathroom stall, we 

will bring those students to the office to be searched.  Although this may seem extreme, the 

health and safety of our students is too important to ignore.  Moreover, we will not tolerate any 

part of our school that is hostile for students who are behaving appropriately. 

 

This enforcement effort also extends to students who wish to access the student parking lot 

during the school day.  Students who wish to go to their car must ask for permission from their 

teacher, sign out/in at the main office after explaining their purpose, and will be given a time 

frame within which to complete their task.  Repetitive requests to go to the lot may require that a 



student be escorted to their vehicle.  Students may not loiter in their vehicles and shall not be 

allowed to eat lunch in their vehicle. Bathrooms, locker rooms, and parking lots are the three 

areas in which we have increased our vigilance.  

 

We appreciate your support as we strive to help all of our 1,183 students make healthy and safe 

choices.  We have much to be proud of as a Wildcat Community, as evidenced by the countless 

examples of creativity, intelligence and thoughtfulness that we see each day!  Thank you for 

joining our faculty and staff as we work to provide the best possible learning environment for all 

of our students. 

 

With Wildcat Pride, 

 

 

Tim Eastman 

 

p.s. For those of you who would like to learn more about this issue, I have included some 

resources below that one might find helpful and informative.  

 

CDC link 

Surgeon General statement  

Safety and Health Magazine  

 


