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 Re: Plainfield Township Municipal Water 

 

Dear Doug: 

 

 I am writing on behalf of Wolverine Worldwide in connection with recent statements by 

Plainfield Township and its representatives about the possible extension of Township municipal 

water in the Belmont area.   

 

Wolverine has consistently said that all options remain on the table related to the water 

quality issues facing our community, and that it is open to a comprehensive solution based on the 

right data and involving all necessary parties.  This process is well underway, but it is neither 

feasible nor appropriate for Wolverine to enter into an agreement with the Township relating to 

the possible extension of municipal water by the end of the month, as you have suggested. Simply 

put, the Township’s request would short circuit the State’s involvement and our responsibility to 

them, is not based on the right data, does not take into account the significant water solutions 

Wolverine has already implemented, and does not involve the right parties. 

 

 As you know, the Michigan criteria and federal advisories for PFOA/PFOS are 70 parts 

per trillion (ppt) for drinking water.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) set this 

conservative level in May 2016 with a significant “safety buffer” built in, including assuming 

continued exposure over an entire 70-year lifetime, and that a pregnant or nursing woman could 

drink over four liters of water per day at 70 ppt PFOA/PFOS with no effect on a developing baby  

or infant. In January 2018, the State of Michigan adopted 70 ppt, noting that this level is an 

“acceptable concentration” of PFOA/PFOS in groundwater used for drinking water purposes.  

 

Wolverine’s commitment to being part of a long-term solution is apparent from its actions, 

which extend far beyond the levels set by the EPA and the State.  It has paid for over 1,500 

groundwater tests, provided bottled water to over 1,200 homes, installed over 70 monitoring wells, 

and installed over 500 whole-house filters and over 100 point-of-use filters – the vast majority of 

which are in homes with no detections of PFOA/PFOS or with levels far below 70 ppt.  Despite 

the fear that plaintiffs’ attorneys have spread in our community, Wolverine’s proactive steps have 
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ensured that all of these residents have safe, high quality water that far exceeds the safety levels 

set by the EPA and the State.  These actions have also provided all parties the time and opportunity 

to now gather the necessary data, involve the appropriate parties, and identify and implement the 

right long-term solutions for our community. 

 

 As you are aware, the State filed a lawsuit against Wolverine in January relating to 

investigation and remediation of impacted groundwater in the area.  We have been and continue 

to work swiftly and cooperatively with the State to determine the appropriate steps and responsible 

parties to address these issues.  Despite Wolverine’s active cooperation, it will take some time to 

arrive at the answers and needed solutions.  Due to the involvement of the State and the process 

they have initiated, we are not in a position to enter into separate discussions with the Township 

for what appears to be short-term, politically-motivated expediency.  Instead, we welcome the 

Township to join in our work with the State on this issue.  Further, we wholeheartedly agree with 

the Township that many parties contributed to the water quality issues facing our community, and 

believe that any long-term solution must involve all those parties. 

 

Even if there were an urgent need for a municipal water extension, and all the appropriate 

parties were involved in developing a solution with the State, the data required to assess the need 

for and the extent of any municipal water extension is incomplete and evolving.  For example: 

 

1. The many parties who may have contributed to the water quality issues have not 

been determined (e.g., plating companies, chemical manufacturers, and landfill 

operators, including 3M and Waste Management). 

 

2. The extent of the affected area is not fully defined and the areas under review 

include locations within and outside of areas the Township has proposed for a 

municipal water extension.   

 

3. It has not yet been determined whether Township municipal water is a long-term 

solution for certain areas, or whether solutions used at other sites around the 

country, like deeper wells and filters similar to those Wolverine has already 

provided, are more appropriate long-term solutions. 

 

4. Engineering studies and cost estimates for any possible municipal water extension 

are not complete, and revenue and cost-sharing models have not been developed or 

negotiated. 

 

5. We understand many residents do not want municipal water due to cost, taste, the 

presence of substances other than PFOA/PFOS, or for other reasons, and that they 

have as much or more confidence in their filtered water as they do in Township 

water.  We also understand the Township is taking actions to further improve the 

quality of its municipal water. 



Douglas W. Van Essen 

February 23, 2018 

Page 3 

 

 

 In short, there are many reasons why a short-term, partial solution with the Township that 

is not based on the right data, does not involve the right parties, and attempts to short circuit the 

State’s involvement is not appropriate at this point.  We’ve said from the start that we plan to see 

this issue through to the end, and we are committed to providing the residents of our community 

the confidence they deserve in their water.  To accomplish this, we will continue our collaborative 

and expedited efforts to develop long-term water solutions for the community and, as appropriate, 

we welcome the Township to participate in our discussions and actions with the State on this topic. 

 

 Very truly yours, 

 

 

  

 John V. Byl 

 

Cc: Cameron Van Wyngarden 
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